SAMPLE OP-ED - BEER KEG TRACKING 

NOTE: contact a community leader and ask him or her to customize the following op-ed piece for submission to your local newspaper. 

ISSUE: Beer Keg Tracking Laws Needed in Our State 

Beer keg parties might seem like a rite of passage for many young adults, but the fact is, kegs contribute to high-risk underage drinking that could result in tragedy; because kegs enable one individual over the age of 21 to supply high volumes of cheap beer to dozens of young people. High-volume and low-cost can be a dangerous combination when it comes to alcohol, resulting in accidents and even death by alcohol poisoning. 

The first beer keg tracking program began in response to a young person's alcohol-related drowning in Massachusetts over 20 years ago. Since then, many states and numerous local jurisdictions have enacted keg tracking laws, which allow police to identify and take legal action against adults who have supplied beer kegs to underage youth. However, our state has yet to enact any type of beer keg tracking laws. 

If you'd like to help reduce underage drinking in our community and in our state, please join me. Contact your state representative and ask them to support keg tracking laws to help prevent underage drinking and its tragic consequences. 

Sincerely, 

Include name here  

