SAMPLE OP-ED PIECE - LIMITING THE LOCATION AND DENSITY OF ALCOHOL OUTLETS 

NOTE: Contact a community leader and ask him or her to customize the following op-ed piece for submission to your local newspaper. 

ISSUE: Limiting the Location and Density of Alcohol Outlets in Our Community 

I'm writing to express my concern about the number of locations where alcohol can be purchased in our community. For the purposes of this letter, I'll refer to them as "alcohol outlets." 

Research shows that communities with more alcohol outlets tend to experience more alcohol-related problems including: alcohol-related civil offenses, motor vehicle crashes, assaults, vandalism, domestic violence, alcohol addiction and underage drinking. One study conducted in New Orleans, found that the density of alcohol outlets in a neighborhood accounted for an 11 percent difference in a person's drinking habits. In short, the farther people lived from an alcohol outlet, the less they drank. 

[IF A COMMUNITY GROUP HAS RECENTLY CONDUCTED A SURVEY OF THEIR OWN NEIGHBORHOODS ... SUMMARIZE THE SURVEY AND FINDINGS OF ANY LOCAL EFFORTS ...] 

This is particularly disturbing when we consider the alcohol outlets in our community and their proximity to our children. In order to reduce underage drinking, and all of its related problems, we need to create some safe distances between our kids and alcohol outlets. Let's work together to create these distances, especially around our schools, public parks, churches and community facilities. If you'd like to join the effort, contact (YOU MAY WANT TO MENTION YOUR GROUP'S NAME HERE]. 

Sincerely, 

Include your name and your group's name here 

Sources: "Regulatory Strategies for Preventing Youth Access to Alcohol: Best Practices," Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation, 2000. "Alcohol Outlet and Alcohol Availability," Alcohol-Related Injury and Violence Web Site, Trauma Foundation, www.tf.org.
