SAMPLE NEWS RELEASE - COMPLIANCE CHECKS RESULTS

WHEN TO USE - Send out this release to your local newspaper, television and news radio stations following compliance checks in your community. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For additional information, contact: [INSERT NAME AND PHONE OF CONTACT OFFICER] 

Compliance Checks Conducted Among Area Alcohol Retailers 

Over the last [STATE TIME FRAME], the [NAME OF POLICE DEPT.] conducted compliance checks among [SPECIFY NUMBER] businesses licensed to sell alcoholic beverages in our community. The police department notified the alcohol retailers in our community about these compliance checks by mail before initiating the checks in [NAME OF MONTH(S)]. 

Our police department followed standard procedures for conducting compliance checks. Underage youths worked with our police officers, entering area businesses and attempting to illegally purchase alcoholic beverages. Of all the businesses checked, [INSERT ACTUAL NUMBER OR PERCENTAGE] retailers refused to sell to underage buyers who were working with the police department. We want to commend the following businesses who demonstrated responsible alcohol sales during our compliance checks: [INSERT BUSINESS NAMES]. 

The [INSERT NUMBER OR PERCENTAGE] businesses who did sell to underage buyers were referred to the [INSERT APPROPRIATE LEGAL AUTHORITY] for failing to comply with the state's alcohol laws. 

As law enforcement officers, we conduct compliance checks because they have been shown to be an effective strategy in reducing underage drinking. We want to reduce underage drinking because we know that it contributes to car crashes, injuries, addiction, vandalism, unwanted sexual encounters, teenage pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases and death by alcohol poisoning. By themselves, compliance checks will not eliminate youth access to alcohol. But when combined with a comprehensive community approach, they can help keep alcohol out of the hands of kids.  

